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Themes

• Out of the box, Microsoft provides 17 different 

themes 

• Change theme

– Site Actions > Site Settings >  Site Theme– Site Actions > Site Settings >  Site Theme

• Theme can only applies to a site.

• Theme files located at 
– C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server 

extensions\12\TEMPLATE\THEMES



Customise Theme



Customize Themes

• Using Microsoft SharePoint Designer

– Theme  files stored in the _themes folder.

– Theme styles stored in the *65001.css

• Selected theme stored inside the database• Selected theme stored inside the database

• Uncustomised file = theme system file

• Customised file =  theme stored in database

• Microsoft has stopped using the term “Ghosting” 

and “Ungosting”.



Customise Theme - Using Developer Tools



Customize Themes - Tools

• Heather Solomon CSS Reference Chart for SharePoint 

2007

– http://www.heathersolomon.com/content/sp07cssreferen

ce.htm

• Internet Explore - Developer Toolbar• Internet Explore - Developer Toolbar

• Firefox - Firebug



Customise Theme - customized  & 

uncustomized 



Create New Theme



Create a theme

• Copy the contents of an existing theme folder

– C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server 

extensions\12\TEMPLATE\THEMES

• Rename your theme folder

• Update INF file

• Update spsthemes.xml• Update spsthemes.xml

– C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server 

extensions\12\TEMPLATE\LAYOUTS\1033 

• Create theme thumbnail

– C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server 

extensions\12\TEMPLATE\IMAGES

• IISRESET

• Apply theme to your site



Customise Theme - scenarios



Applying themes to many sites

• You can do it manually

• If you have hundreds many sites, it would takes many hours.

• You can use echo for SharePoint 2007

– Nominate a source site

– Select the elements to replicate (theme, navigation, etc)– Select the elements to replicate (theme, navigation, etc)

– Nominate destinations

– Execute

• Echo can be used for migrations, rolling out web parts, 

applying changes in bulk.


